The vast majority of children with idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura, dramatic though their signs may be at presentation, remit within weeks, with or perhaps despite medical attention. Such children, when referred to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Hackney Road by their family doctor, or appearing in the busy casualty department, have a careful history taken with particular emphasis given to the length of history, antecedent infections, and drugs. They are examined for evidence of bleeding, injury, enlargement of lymph nodes, liver, and spleen. A full blood count and coagulation screen are performed and the film is carefully examined. If there is the slightest doubt about the diagnosis or if specific treatment is contemplated a bone marrow aspiration is performed. Treatment 
